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density polyethylene), including

prognoses until 2016. The study
provides an insight into market

Ceresana Research has pub-
lished a new study that details
the global market for LDPE (low
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dynamics, innovations, as well as
global and regional trends, such
as the following: Accor ding to
the study, the primary markets
for this plastic include fIms, car-
rying bags, and sacks. Rough-
ly 67 % of global LDPE demand
falls into these categories. LDPE
prices have fallen by as much as
30 % in certain regions. West-
ern Europe and North America
are additionally seeing consider-
able decreases in demand. Conse-
quently, global revenue has fallen
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to EUR 15.9 billion (USD 22.2 bil-
lion). However, Ceresana expects
to see growth again starting in

2011. The Asian Pacif ¢ region will
be the most important LDPE mar-
ket and will be able to increase its
share of global consumption to

more than 39 %. In the Middle
East LDPE production capacity in-
creases of around 3.5 million t ar
planned to take place by 2014. As
a result, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and
Iran will become the world$ larg-
est exporters of plastics.
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The new study from Ceresana
Research covers the plastic ex-
pandable polystyrene (EPS). The
construction industry is the laig-
est EPS market, with a worldwide
share of just less than 60 % and
is forecast to account for 66 %
of EPS demand in 20 16. After
EPS revenue had increased at an
average rate of 7.3 9% per year
between 2000 and 2008, mar-
ket value fell to roughly 4.3 bil-
lion EUR in 2009. Price decr eas-
es caused revenue to fall by up
to one third in certain regions.
However, the study expects that
the 2008 level will be seen again
in 2012. The primary reasons for

this are consumption increases in
China, as well as foreseeable price
increases starting in 2010. Never-
theless, consumption in Western
Europe and North America dur-
ing 2016 will most likely remain
below levels seen in 2008. Cere-
sana anticipates a compound
annual growth rate of 7.1 % in
Eastern Europe and 5.9 % in Asia,
until 2016. Japan and South Ko-
rea are the exception here, and
will most likely see decr eases in
production. Capacities in China
will grow by more than 750 kt,
while Eastern Europe will see an
increase of just less than 350 kt,
according to the study.
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