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Ceresana Research has scruti-
nized the European plastic pipe 
market from top to bottom: we ex-
pect revenues will rise to €9.7 bil-
lion by 2018. In Western Europe, 
about 45 to 50% of all plastic pipes 
are needed for sewage disposal. In 
Eastern Europe, the share of pla-
stic sewage pipes is significantly lo-
wer, at around 32%. In this region, 
plastic pipes hold a larger share in 
water and gas supply.
The strong growth of this market 
can primarily be attributed to the 
fact that new supply networks are 
built and older ones are restored, 
e.g., in the areas sewage, drinking 
water, gas, or telecommunications. 
Pipes made of other materials, like 
metal or concrete, are still incre-
asingly replaced by plastic pipes 
because they provide better pro-
perties and processing options. In 
addition, the rising price of raw ma-
terials, like steel or copper, plays 
an essential role in the substitution 
by plastic pipes. In European home 
sanitary installations, plastic pipes 
were more frequently used than 
metal pipes in the year 2005. Pipes 
made of concrete or vitrified clay 
still account for 60% in the sewage 
disposal area.
Germany accounted for 14% of the 
European plastic pipe market in 
2010, followed by Spain, France, 
Italy, and Turkey. The most po-

The Study in Brief: 
Vol. I / Chapter 1: A short and con-
cise overview summarizes the 
most important information on the 
different types of pipes, plastics, 
production, joining techniques, ap-
plications, and legal situation.
Chapter 2: 30 European countries 
are analyzed in detail: valuable 
data and influential factors on de-
mand development. Demand and 
production are explained, divided 
into types of plastic, as well as im-
port, export, and revenues. In addi-
tion, the report offers a comprehen-
sive insight into market dynamics, 
innovations, and trends.
Chapter 3: Analysis of the Europe-
an pipe market, including forecasts 
until 2018. Furthermore, demand 
is described and analyzed in de-
tail. Applications include: sewage 
disposal, drinking water, cable pro-
tection, gas supply, agriculture, and 
industry. In addition, other applica-
tions are covered, such as geother-
mal systems, fire protection, district 
heating, ventilation, and domestic 
applications.
Vol. II / Chapter 4 provides a useful 
list of manufacturers: 135 profiles 
of pipe manufacturers from Euro-
pe – clearly arranged according to 
contact details, figures, types of pi-
pes and their applications, and pro-
duction sites.
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pular pipe material was polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) with a 45% share, 
followed by polyethylene (36% sha-
re). Especially polyethylene and 
polypropylene will exhibit strong 
growth in future, namely by 2 to 3% 
per year until 2018.

The demand for high-quality pipes 
made of polyethylene and polypro-
pylene is particularly increasing on 
the relatively saturated markets in 
Western Europe, while the demand 
for PVC pipes is declining. In con-
trast, PVC is increasingly used in 
Eastern Europe. Since the East 
European infrastructure networks 
have to be expanded, the demand 
for plastic pipes in this region is 
growing stronger than in the West.
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2.15.2 Production, Import, and Export 
Italian plastic pipe manufacturers produced around X tons in 2010 (Graph). We 

anticipate seeing a demand for X tons in 2018. Production shares will shift in favor of 

PE pipes. With a share of X% on the Italian market, PVC pipes remain the most 

important product.  
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Graph: Plastic pipe production in Italy from 2002 until 2018 
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Table: Italian manufacturers of plastic pipes and their applications 

 

1.5 Applications 

Subtopics of this section: 

- Civils (underground engineering) 

o Drinking water supply 

o Sewage disposal 

o Irrigation 

o Drainage and percolation 

o Gas supply 

o Data lines / cable protection 

- Building technology 

o Cold / hot water 

o Discharge lines 

o Heating / cooling 

o District heating 

o Gas internal installation 

o Others  

- Industrial and other applications  

o Industrial plants 

o Landfills 

 
New application possibilities for plastic pipes are constantly being developed. Recent 

examples are the grid connection of offshore wind power stations, panel cooling for 

high rise buildings, highly stressed installations for landfills, and rehabilitation 

systems for damaged, old pipelines. In general, civil, building technology and 

industrial applications are distinguished. Another classification possibility is to 

differentiate between supply and disposal applications.  

 
Civils (underground engineering) 
 
Drinking water supply 
Drinking water is a valuable resource: On its way from the source to processing and 

the delivery to consumers, it must not be polluted nor get lost through leaks. Pressure 

pipe systems are used for the transportation of drinking water because they are 

resistant against chlorine. Waterworks are often characterized by very corrosive and 

aggressive conditions – pipes made of PP, PVC-U, and PVDF prove themselves in  

Vol. I / Chapter 1

Concise information on plastic 
types, manufacturing processes, 
technical properties and fields of 
applications of pipes, as well as   
on regulations.

Vol. I / Chapter 2

Most comprehensive market 
data from 2002 to 2018

 •	Demand and Revenue
 Production•	
 Producers and Applications•	
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3.1.2 Drinking Water Supply – Europe 
In the field of drinking water supply, demand for plastic pipes increased at an average 

of X% annually over the past eight years and totaled X million tons in 2010 (Graph). 

With regard to Western Europe, it was Germany that had the largest share (X%), 

followed by Spain, Italy, France, and the UK (Table). 
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Graph: Demand for plastic pipes in drinking water supply from 2002 until 2018 

 

Region 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012p 2014p 2016p 2018p

Germany X X X X X X X X X

France X X X X X X X X X

United Kingdom X X X X X X X X X

Italy X X X X X X X X X

Spain X X X X X X X X X

Rest of Western 
Europe X X X X X X X X X

Eastern Europe X X X X X X X X X

Total X X X X X X X X X

Table: Demand for plastic pipes in drinking water supply – divided into regions, in 

1,000 tons 

2.18.1 Demand and Revenue – Poland 
Plastic pipes sold in Poland during the year 2010 had a market value of approx. X 

million € (Graph). Following an expected annual growth of X%, revenue will most 

likely soar to X million € in 2018. We expect to see demand increase at an average of 

X% annually to X tons over the next eight years. Apart from PP and PVC, especially 

the demand for pipes made of other plastics will enjoy above average growth when 

compared to other European countries (Table). 
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Graph: Revenue from plastic pipes in Poland from 2002 until 2018, in million €  

 

 

in 1,000 tons 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012p 2014p 2016p 2018p

PE pipes X X X X X X X X X

PP pipes X X X X X X X X X

PVC pipes X X X X X X X X X

Others X X X X X X X X X

Total X X X X X X X X X
Table: Demand for plastic pipes in Poland from 2002 until 2018, divided into 

materials 
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Vol. I / Chapter 3
Concise market data on appli-
cations, structured according to 
Euope and the biggest countries
 

 Sewage Disposal•	
 Drinking Water Supply•	
 Cable Protection•	
 Gas Supply•	
 Agriculture•	
 Industry•	
 Others•	

Vol. I / Chapter 3

Detailled analysis and forecasts 
for 30 countries: 

demand divided into materials•	
production divided into materi-•	
als
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Pipe types  Pressure pipes  Pressureless pipes / 

Gravity pipes 
 Composite pipes 

  All-plastic pipes  Corrugated pipes / 

Flexible pipes 

 Protective pipes 

  Large diameter 

pipes / shafts / canals  
 Double-wall pipes  Multilayer pipes 

 

  Ventilation pipes  Glass fiber pipes   Others       

Production 

Sites 

The Group has more than 100 manufacturing and trading companies 

in 50 countries. Aliaxis owns companies in North America, Latin 

America, Europe, Australia, Asia, and Africa.  

Profile 

Summary 

Aliaxis, as an international Group represented in over 50 countries, is 

primarily engaged in the manufacturing and commercialisation of 

plastic solutions for fluid transport. It is represented in the marketplace 

through more than 100 manufacturing and commercial companies, 

with very strong local brands, who employ over 15,000 people, 

generating more than €2 billion of sale.  

Aliaxis is a privately owned company which was founded as an 

independent group in 2003. The Group is headquartered in Brussels, 

Belgium, and its origins go back to Etex France and the acquisition of 

Nicoll in 1980. Further important developments include the takeovers 

of Marley (in 1999) and Glynwed (in 2001; Durapipe UK, Philmac, 

GPS, FIP, Ipex), and the split of the Etex Group into two independent 

companies in 2003: Aliaxis and Etex Group. 

When dividing revenues by main activity, 14% are accounted for by 

construction products, 37% by pressure systems, 37% by gravity 

systems, and 12% by other products. 47% of annual revenues were 

generated in Europe, 26% in North America, 14% in Latin America, 

and 13% in Asia, Australia, and Africa. The European companies of 

Aliaxis are situated in Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany, 

France, Great Britain, Italy, Austria, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Spain, Czechia, and Hungary. 

 

 

 

Aliaxis S.A 

Avenue de Tervuren, 270 

1150 Brussels 

Belgium 

Tel. 32 2775 50 50 

Fax 32 2775 50 51 

Web www.aliaxis.com 

E-Mail info@aliaxis.com 

 

Divisions, 

Product 

Range 

The Group manufactures and markets plastic products for fluid 

transport and develops sustainable water solutions (rainwater 

management, water conservation, and water treatment). The company 

operates in four market segments: 

 Building: Aliaxis’ building portfolio focuses on the discharge of 

water in and around buildings. Prime examples of these residential 

and commercial applications include drainage systems, such as 

soil&waste systems, underground drainage systems, and surface 

drains and gullies as well as rainwater management solutions.  In 

the Americas, Aliaxis is also a major player in electrical and 

telecommunications ducts and conduits. 

 Sanitary: Solutions related to bathroom and kitchen applications 

including waste and traps, WC cisterns, hot and cold water supply, 

and shower heads. 

 Industrial Aliaxis’ offering provides solutions for fluid handling and 

compressed air distribution in targeted industry applications, based 

on mainly thermoplastic piping systems, completed with valves, 

actuated valves and flow measurement devices.  

 Infrastructure: Aliaxis meets the demanding needs of the 

infrastructure industry in terms of water and gas supply systems, 

sewage systems, and stormwater management solutions. 

 

Vol. II / Chapter 4

Extensive company profiles for all 
manufacturers, as for example Agru 
Kunststofftechnik, Aliaxis, ALPHACAN 
SA, Fränkische Rohrwerke, Georg 
Fischer, KWH Pipe, Pipelife Internatio-
nal, Plasticos Ferro, Polypipe, Radius 
Systems, Rehau AG + Co, Tessender-
lo Group, Uponor, Uralita, Wavin.
Note: The profiles are assigned to the 
country in which the company or hol-
ding is headquartered. Company pro-
files also include JV and subsidiaries.
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Plastics, Applications and Connection method 

Plastics  PVC  PVC-C  PVC-U  PP  ABS/ 
ASA 

 GRP 

  PE  LD-PE  HD-PE   PE-X  PA  Others PVDF 

Applications  Sewage disposal   Building services/ 
Sanitary/ Irrigation 

  Supply of water 
and gas 

   House &  estate 

drainage  
  Heating and 

cooling systems 
  Industrial pipes

  Canals & conduits   Distribution 

systems/ Irrigation 
  Cable 

protection 

  Roof drainage   Gas systems   Others       

  Others Pumps   Others         Others       

Connection 

method 

 Permanent 
connections 

 Bonding  Welding  Pressing 

  Removable 
connections 

 Bolting  Flange  Clips 

  Coupling  Plugging  Others 
      

 Others       

  

Type, 

Applications, 

Processes, 

Innovations 

 PVC, PVDF, PP, and PE pipes for sewage disposal, building 

services, and sanitary as well as industrial pipes and water and gas 

supply pipes. The pipes are manufactured in different diameters 

and lengths and for different pressure conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vol. II / Chapter 4

Clearly arranged data and 
facts on 135 manufacturers:

Contact details•	
Foundation and staff•	
Turnover and earnings•	
Product range•	
Production sites•	
Types of pipes•	
Profile summary•	
Type, Applications, Pro-•	
cesses, Innovations
Plastics, Applications and •	
Connection methodtion

http://www.ceresana.com


1. Get the most extensive over-
view of the markets! 
Detailed profiles offer you precise 
facts about producers as well as 
useful information on applications, 
characteristics and demand of the 
most important products.
2. Profit from the newest data!
Our market studies provide you 
with the newest information about 
innovations, technology trends, and 
market dynamics.  Thanks to these 
facts, you can asses projects more 
quickly, recognize risks on time and 
use your opportunities.
3. Use well-founded forecasts 
for your decisions!
Use objective analysis of factors 
which influence your business as a 
reliable basis for a successful busi-
ness plan.

This study is especially 
useful for:

Producers and traders of pipes •	
for sewage disposal, drinking 
water supply, cable protection, 
gas supply, agriculture, industry, 
geothermal energy, fire protec-
tion, district heating, ventilation, 
and domestic applications, as 
well as their clients
Suppliers of pre-products, such •	
as polyvinyl chloride, polyethy-
lene, polypropylene, polybutyle-
ne, polyamide, ABS, and other 
plastics and additives, as well as 
their clients
Plant and mechanical engineers •	
Investors and analysts•	
Authorities and organizations•	
Associations and institutes•	
Management•	
Technology / production•	
Strategy planning•	
Research and development•	
Market research and marketing•	
Sales, purchasing, import-export•	

www.ceresana.com
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4. Recognize opportunities on 
time!
Be timely informed of changes and 
M&A in order to exploit market po-
tentials and improve purchasing, 
production, service, and communi-
cation.
5. Gain reliable information!
Our studies are clearly structured 
and the valuable data is illustrated 
by tables and graphs.  The conve-
nient studies offer you all essential 
information at a glance.
6. Convince your business part-
ners!
Use our detailed research results 
for your publications, public rela-
tions, or as powerful arguments in 
front of business partners.

6 reasons to order now
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A World First:

► The 1st study 
on the global 
fi ller market! 

► 1,000 pages
► 700 profi les of  

fi ller manu-
facturers

► The 21 most
important fi ller 
types

► The 5 largest 
application 
areas

► Innovations  
and trends, for 
example nano-
fi llers

Market Study: 
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About Ceresana Research
We are one of the world‘s leading market research institutions. In addition to multi-
client studies, we also offer commissioned studies according to an individual client‘s 
specifications. 
Our core competencies include: Chemicals, plastics, additives, commodities, industri-
al components, packaging, and construction materials.
Companies, institutions, and associations from more than 45 countries have already 
profited from our global market data and prognoses.
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