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Shopping bags, fast-food utensils, and garbage sacks that decompose into compost 

after use: bioplastics are not only environmentally-friendly, but they can also be eco-

nomically advantageous.  “Despite the financial crisis, manufacturers of biodegrad-

able plastics were able to demonstrate moderate growth in this past year,” explains 

Oliver Kutsch, president of Ceresana Research.   

 

Potential or Over-enthusiasm? 
A new study from Ceresana Research analyzes the market for biodegradable poly-

mers.  Expectations for bioplastics are high: a better image for plastics, independ-

ence from petroleum products, solutions for waste problems, contributions to envi-

ronmental protection, as well as a new source of income for the agricultural sector.  

However, the characteristics and potentials of different bioplastics vary substantially – 

accordingly, there is a high demand for related information. 

 

Increasing Competition for Petrochemicals 
Plastics made from renewable materials and biodegradable polymers are rapidly 

catching up.  Bioplastics are already unbeatable in certain, special applications – for 

example, medical implants, which dissolve in the body, or compostable mulch films 

for agriculture.  As a result of remarkable advances in development, bioplastics are 

also increasingly capable of replacing common, standard polymers.  In this regard, 



 
 

 

packaging materials constitute the most important application area; for example, filler 

materials that are utilized in very large amounts.  However, the largest growth rates 

are seen in the automotive and electronics industries: Bioplastics can be applied to 

articles like consoles or cellular phone cases.  During the past eight years alone, 

consumption of biodegradable plastics based on starch, sugar, and cellulose (so far 

the most important raw materials) has increased by 600%.  Starch-based plastics 

currently dominate in Europe, and polylactic acid is considered to be particularly 

promising.  

 

Concise Overview  
With over 400 pages, Market Study – Bioplastics presents the most important infor-

mation on different bioplastic types, including their advantages and application possi-

bilities, legal situations and certifications, as well as disposal and recycling.  This use-

ful compilation provides 77 profiles of current and future manufacturers, with informa-

tion on individual product portfolios, as well as existing and planned capacities.  The 

study examines, in detail, the situation of bioplastics throughout the European, North 

American, and Asian-Pacific regions, particularly in the seven countries with the 

highest revenues.  Ceresana Research will gladly send you additional information 

and a complimentary sample reading from this market report: www.ceresana.com/en 

 

About Ceresana Research 
Ceresana Research is an international market research institution specializing in raw 

materials and chemicals, as well as plastics and additives.  Our research, analysis, 

and guidance regarding global markets, can be used by manufacturers and proces-

sors as a steadfast basis for decision-making.  Successful companies and organiza-

tions throughout more than 40 countries are already profiting from our studies: sys-

tematic presentation of data and facts adds transparency to current trends, opportuni-

ties, and risks.  You can also acquire this crucial insight and strategic, competitive 

advantage!          

 

Visit us at www.ceresana.com/en 
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Ceresana Research 
Blarerstr. 56, 78462 Konstanz, Germany 
Tel.: 49 7531 94293 0, Fax: 49 7531 94293 27 
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